Teresa "Terri" Annette (Ray) Hayes
August 19, 1961 - June 20, 2019

On Saturday, August 19, 1961, at 2:17 a.m., in El Dorado, Kansas, a new angel
descended from Heaven to bless the lives of Richard and Sharon Ray, who named their
tiny angel Teresa Annette "Terri" Ray. Weighing in at just 7 lbs 10-1/4 ounces and
stretching out to 21-1/4 inches, who could have known how big an impact this little bundle
of joy would have over the next 57 years 10 months, before returning back to Heaven on
Thursday, June 20, 2019, at 2:05 a.m., in Denton, Texas.
Terri grew up in Augusta, Kansas, along with her sister, Linda, and brothers Rich and Ron,
grandparents, John & Vivian Ray, a bunch of loving cousins and other extended family.
She was an active member of First Baptist Church of Augusta through her early years;
and as a teenager, in 1977, Terri toured with the Good News Singers, performing in
churches and other venues in Kansas, Iowa, Minnesota and Missouri. She began playing
the flute in 5th grade and later proudly graced the Oriole Marching Band of Augusta High
School, until her graduation, May 21, 1979. After graduation, following a brief stint in retail,
Terri utilized her financial and accounting skills, working as a teller for nearly 25 years in
savings and loans, credit unions and banks, finally ending her financial career in 2006
after several years with Citizens National Bank, in Springfield, MO.
While growing up in Kansas, though hampered by allergies and asthma, Terri loved
animals and the outdoors, spending endless happy hours on the family "farm" with her
parents, grandparents, siblings and cousins, and for many years served as clerk for her
father, Richard Ray's auctioneer business, cultivating her love of "pre-owned" treasures
into a lifelong passion for garage sales and craft fairs. In addition to her sincere love of
discovering hidden treasures, Terri also loved cooking -especially desserts and other
baked goods - and over the years, amassed an impressive library of recipe books from all
over the country and world. For many years she has reigned as the Queen of Popcorn
Cake, Chocolate Cherry Bars, Cherry Goodness, "Terri-misu", Bubble Bread, and all
things sweet and gooey.
In the summer of 1985, Terri took a break from the financial world to become the "Loni

Anderson" of KXLK Radio, in Wichita, KS, where in July, she met this "jerky guy", who was
annoyingly outgoing, funny and loud, and who wore these "ridiculous looking shorts and
knee-high athletic socks ... into the radio station!" Two and a half years later, January, 16,
1988, this garrulous, obnoxious "jerk" met her at the altar to exchange vows, and she
became Mrs. David Lee "Dave" Hayes. Over the next 31 years 5 months, Terri became an
amazing step-mom to Dave's four children, Tally, Sara, Ana and Nathan, and an even
more amazing grandmother to their nine grandchildren, Hunter, Faith, Fiona, Brandon,
Ryder, Jadon, Chloe, Haley and Norah.
A woman of incredibly strong faith, pragmatic values and an enormous heart, Terri leaves
behind an impossibly long list of friends, family and acquaintances. The epitome of a
Proverbs 31 woman, Terri attacked cancer the same way she dealt with many other
challenges in life: "Whatever has to be done, I will just do it." After nearly three years in
the fight of her life, with an unbelievable, perpetual smile on her face, she inspired
everyone, not the least of which her adoring husband, with her never-say-die attitude. And
in the end, cancer did not win ... Heaven did ... and as she was carried across the finish
line in the arms of her loving Savior, the angels roared, "WELCOME HOME, TERRI ...
WELL DONE!!"
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to: Terri’s Tender Heart GoFundMe
Campaign
www.gofundme.com/terris-tender-heart
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The Village Church
1700 Highland Village Road, Highland Village, TX, US, 75077

Comments

“

Janet Chastain lit a candle in memory of Teresa "Terri" Annette (Ray) Hayes

Janet Chastain - June 27 at 05:05 PM

“

What an incredible obituary. She was an incredible lady.
kathy hayes - June 27 at 09:37 PM

