Kathryn Ann Palombi
April 4, 1943 - June 30, 2018

Kathryn Ann Palombi (1943-2018 )
Kathryn Ann Palombi age75, passed peacefully into the arms of her loving Heavenly
Father on Saturday, June 30, 2018 after a stroke and courageous battle with cancer.
Kathryn was born to Anthony and Muriel Palombi in Amsterdam, New York on April 4,
1943. She attended school in Galway, New York. In the early 1980’s, she was employed at
Provident Life Insurance Company and later went to work for Union Central Insurance
which became Ameritas Insurance. Kathryn retired in 2013 and in April of that year
married Danny Brooks at Lovers Lane Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas.
Kathryn loved reading scripture and watching sermons on television before church on
Sunday mornings. Her favorite past time though was preparing her signature authentic
Italian Marinara sauce and Biscotti, recipes taught to her by her grandma. Kathryn loved
her “Rag Doll Cat” Bella. Her other interests included listening to Frank Sinatra and artists
from that era. She was a caring and devoted Christian who was a faithful member at
Lovers Lane Methodist Church for many years and later moved her membership to First
United Methodist Church in Coppell where she remained a member until she was reunited
with her Parents, Sister and Heavenly Father.
Kathryn was preceded in death by her Mother, Muriel Graves Palombi, Father, Anthony
Palombi and Sister Sylvia Palombi DiBenedetto and is pre-deceased by grandson
Christopher Roybal.
She is survived by her loving husband Danny Brooks, Daughter, Tami Gabel of Ft.
Lauderdale, FL, and her four Sons: Tony Warren and wife Karla of Alamogordo, NM, Larry
Gabel and wife Denise of Dallas, TX, Sam Roybal and wife Missy of Corona, CA, and
Andre Gabel and wife Cheryl of Arlington, TX. Aunt Jennie Palombi Zawisza of
Amsterdam, New York and Niece Debbie DiBenedetto of Vernon,CT and Nephews Marc
DiBenedetto of Hamden,CT and Larry DiBenedetto of South Windsor,CT.
Kathryn also leaves in her legacy 12 grandchildren and three great grandchildren amongst
other relatives whom she loved dearly.
Memorial Service: 10 AM Saturday, July 14, 2018 at First United Methodist Church, 420 S.
Heartz Rd, Coppell, TX 75019. There will be a reception in Wesley Hall at church following

service. In honoring Kathryn wishes for cremation, there will be no viewing. Final resting
place will be at Cedar Hill Cemetery 453 Fairfield Avenue in Hartford, Connecticut on July
21, 2018.
Kathryn was a long-time supporter of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and therefore
ask in lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
P.O. Box 50 Memphis, TN 38101-9929. Phone: 1-800-822-6344
Donations can also be made to Samaritan Purse in the name of her granddaughter Katie
Hoyt, missionary in Niger, Africa.
P.O Box 3000, Boone,NC 28607

Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Christina McGinnis - July 09, 2018 at 03:17 PM

“

Danny, Gabel and Palombi families,
Words seem inadequate to express the sorrow felt by the loss of Auntie. I was very
fortunate to have met her and experience the love and warmth she always shared.
Wishing you peace to bring comfort, courage to face the days ahead and loving
memories to forever hold in your heart. A life so beautifully lived...a heart so deeply
loved. I’ll miss you Auntie.

Christina McGinnis - July 09, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

Dearest Kathy. From the first day I met you I knew what a kind and caring person you
are. Here I was a stranger from New Jersey and you opened your home to me, made
me an incredible Italian dinner and made me feel so welcomed. Although there will
be a sadness when I come to town now, I will always cherish our time spent talking
on the patio about life. My thoughts and prayers go out to Danny and all of your
children, grandchildren and all those that you shared a close bond with. May their
fond memories of you bring them comfort in their time of mourning. Love you Kathy.
Until we see each other again. Your paeson.

Mike Manfro - July 08, 2018 at 03:54 PM

“

My constant, my friend my Auntie, although miles separated us you were never far. I
will cherish the memories and share the memories until we meet again. I know you
and Mom are rocking the heavens!! I will miss your October visits with Uncle Danny
cruising up to Galway in the Hemi, such fun times, the surprise birthday visit this past
April will forever be in my memory. How life has changers with you gone, I thought I
had you forever.

deb dibenedetto - July 08, 2018 at 10:19 AM

“

My beautiful Aunt Kathy/ my 2nd mom as I always told u.... My heart is broken once
again and trying to put my thoughts together for the last few days.. You and I were 2
of a kind, we always could make each other laugh, and cry over our many
conversations.. You helped me so much through my mom/ your sister passing on..
I remember back in 1982 when I left Boston and moved out to Dallas and u just
picked me up from the airport and u slam on the brakes pulled over the car on the
freeway and said ( I know your gay and I love u anyway ) then u gave me the biggest
HUG, You helped me so much by saying that to me..
Years later we always had that mom/son relationship and we both could share so
much without ever feeling ashamed or embarrassed of how or what we told each
other..
I remember one summer on Cape Cod when we went to your grandmother place (
my Great Grandmother ) and we had so many laughs that summer and how Myrtle
Tripp did not like me and always pointed her long finger and saying that one is
trouble ( me ) We use to laugh at that and I remember that summer huge hit song
was Elton John Blue Eyes
My 2nd mom I wont say good bye I know we will see each other again

Love your
Marcoochi
Marcus Di Benedetto - July 07, 2018 at 09:44 PM

“

Danny, Tony, Larry, Sam, Tami, Andre, and your families...what a gift she was!
Praising God for Kathy for so many reasons including how she kept her Dad alive
with her dry humor and phrases! Cherishing all of her visits and remembering, in
particular, when she cleaned up the kitchen so thoroughly following dinner that she
dumped the new coffee grounds thinking they were the used ones from the
morn....and when realizing the mistake, tried to retrieve them from the garbage! We
all had a good laugh! Already missing my Cuz texts and calls! Heaven brighter, but
such absence here. May the Lord strengthen you each day through Jesus' promises
of eternal life. Love, Jeanette

Jeanette Matthews - July 07, 2018 at 05:54 PM

“

Tony, Sam, Larry, Tami and Andre. I am so sorry for your loss.
I have very fond memories of your mother and the time I got to
spend together with the family.
I remember many summers coming to visit and Kathryn going
out of her way every time to make me feel welcomed.
I’m not going to say I was not afraid of her at times when she

would get mad. I remember it was usually because of Little Larry.
I remember she would bring out the wrinkled clothes and start
ironing when she was irritated. I believe that was because of
Little Larry also.
I remember she was always very proud of Tony and what he
had going on at that time, Andre could do no wrong and Tami
was a Princess.
Kathryn always had very kind words to me except maybe once
and I kind of remember it being Little Larry’s fault.
I will miss Kathryn, her kind words and famous spaghetti sauce.
I love you Tony, Sam, Larry, Tami and Andre.
Craig Gabel - July 07, 2018 at 02:18 AM

“

My beautiful Mama Palombi, you were such a big part of mine and andre's life,if you
weren't already there with us hanging out, anything happening in our lives I would
always think ...what would mom say, or what would mom do? Missing you so much
as you and i were so much alike. You and your Lucy character you had about you,
making us laugh throughout the years... so many stories and memories we get to
cherish.... love you mama!!! Till we meet again....

Cheryl Gabel - July 06, 2018 at 08:53 PM

“

You are one of the most thoughtful and caring people I know. The way you would call
me to see if I needed lunch or showing up with a thoughtful gift because it reminded
you of me, It’s hard to express how deeply I miss you. I know we are not related by
blood but you and Danny have always felt like family to me. I know I will see that
beautiful face and sweet smile in the future, love you Kathy!!!

Tanya Newton - July 05, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

I was fresh out of beauty school when you walked into the salon. Little did I know that
this was the beginning of a 17 year relationship, which grew into friendship. Over the
years, clients would bring me gifts at Christmas. I'll never forget the blanket you gave
me (which I still have). You said, "I thought it would keep you warm. " This was how
thoughtful and loving you were. The last time I saw you, you said, "We had a good
run, didn't we?" Yes... absolutely yes. I'm so grateful for your many years of loyalty
and friendship. I will miss you dearly but certainly my life was better and my journey
greater because you were a part of it. I love you, Kathy! Until we meet again.....

Landon Starnes - July 05, 2018 at 08:27 PM

“

Sweetheart your presence is all around me and Bella is aware of that too. We both
miss seeing your beautiful face and your warm smile. We made a pact that day you
went to be with the Lord and I will be with you again someday.... Love You
forever...Danny

Danny Brooks - July 05, 2018 at 07:40 PM

“

Ma, our memories started 35 years ago when Larry and I gave you the "old fashion" silver
set for Christmas. Ma just want to say thank you again for giving birth to Larry, my life with
him has been the best rollercoaster ride, and I couldn't imagine my life with him and our
beautiful children. Again Ma, thank you, without you in my life it would not have ever been
this great

. Until we meet again, I will love you for the rest of my life!!!!!!, your daughter in

law Denise
Denise - July 07, 2018 at 11:22 AM

