William Kyle O'Brien
April 4, 1997 - February 3, 2017

Our hearts are broken as we share the loss of our precious son, William “Kyle” O’Brien,
age 19. Kyle was born in Grapevine, Texas, on April 4, 1997, where he set a hospital
record weighing in at 12 pounds, 3 ounces. Sadly, Kyle suffered a tragic accident in
Oklahoma City on February 3, 2017, and did not survive.
Kyle participated in many activities growing up, including Cub Scouts, baseball, and
football. An avid fisherman, Kyle also loved kayaking, trekking, golfing, playing basketball
at the Flower Mound CAC on Wednesday nights, and gambling at the casinos in
Oklahoma. He was a huge sports fan and collector of sports and WW II memorabilia. His
favorite teams to root for were the NY Jets, the Dallas Stars, and the OU Sooners. Kyle
was an animal lover and had many pets over the years, including our family dog, Laci.
Kyle also enjoyed traveling with his family and was fortunate to visit 15 countries in his
lifetime, as well as Alaska and Hawaii.
Kyle graduated under the Distinguished Achievement Program at Flower Mound High
School in 2015, and was recognized as an AP Scholar with Honor. He then followed his
sister to The University of Oklahoma, where he was awarded the University Scholar
scholarship from the OU Scholars Program. Kyle was recently accepted to the Price
College of Business and was pursuing an accelerated BBA in Finance and a Masters in
Management of Information Systems, which he was on track to complete in only 4 years.
Kyle was a member of the Delta Upsilon fraternity at OU, where he was currently serving
as House Manager, and was an intramural superstar.
Kyle is survived by his parents, William and Cheryl O’Brien, and his big sister and bff,
Lauren, of Flower Mound, TX; nana, Paula O’Brien, of Trumbull, CT; and grandparents,
John and Kathy Turow, of Denton, TX. He was preceded in death by his grandfather,
William O’Brien; and his great-grandparents. Kyle is also survived by great-aunts, Andrea
Zak of Garland, TX, and Virginia Langan (who shared his birthday) of Sandy Hook, CT.
Kyle also leaves behind beloved aunts and uncles: Johnpatrick and Beth O’Brien; Corey
and Dana O’Brien; John and Shana Turow; Godfather, Glenn Turow; and Godmother,
Eileen DeMott; along with his cousins, Austin and Katie O’Brien; Liam, Makayla, and

Tristan O’Brien; Parker and Payton Turow; countless friends, and his Delta Upsilon
fraternity brothers.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Lewisville ISD Education
Foundation (LEF) for the William “Kyle” O’Brien Sooner Memorial Scholarship. LEF is a
501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. Donations can
be made at lisdef.com/donate or mailed to LEF, 400 West Main Street Lewisville, TX
75057.
Following a private visitation for family only, everyone is invited to join us at a mass
honoring Kyle. The funeral mass will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 11,
2017, at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 861 Wildwood Lane, Grapevine, TX. There
will be a reception in the St. Francis Family Life Center following the mass, and everyone
is invited to join us and share their memories of Kyle. Kyle’s final resting place will be the
mausoleum at Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park in Colleyville, TX. We ask that you respect
our privacy during the private entombment, but encourage you to visit Kyle whenever you
miss his smiling face.
Kyle never met a stranger and was loved by all who knew him. Kyle was fun-loving and
had a kind and generous spirit. He would literally give you the shirt off his back. Kyle’s
family thanks everyone for their love and support during this difficult time, and hopes that
Kyle’s memory will live on through the good times that he shared with family and friends.
Boomer Sooner!
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Comments

“

Kyle was so unique. He was impeccably friendly and welcoming to me every single
time we interacted, something I will cherish forever. He grew up down the street from
me, and through various classes and organizations our paths crossed quite a bit as I
grew up. We'd discuss New York Jets football during high school, I remember we had
a few classes and his humorous yet admirable support for that team was always a
comedic relief talking with him. He was also *always* adamant that he was taller than
me; we had growth spurts at the same time, I think, and he would always say,
"What's it like being the second tallest kid in class?" I mentioned a few days ago that
he had one of the most authentic beams of positive energy I've ever encountered in
a person, and I mean that as genuinely as humanly possible. He was sincerely one
of the nicest people I've ever had the pleasure of knowing. Even as a simple
acquaintance of his, I felt his positive impact through other friends I know that knew
him a little bit better than I did. I will never forget the smile he brought to my face
whenever we would chat. I cannot say this in a truer sense: the love and friendliness
he gave to me, even as someone I wasn't extremely close with, will radiate forever
within me and I won't forget it. Lastly, the most important thing of all, is I could always
tell Kyle was true to himself. It was easy to see that he enjoyed life to the fullest, and
was completely comfortable with himself. Especially during high school, which is the
last time I remember talking to him, when I and so many other friends I know
struggled to "find ourselves", Kyle's character and personality were 100% truthful to
he was. Kyle gave a great gift to all of us in that, and I will forever be thankful for the
amazing time I got to spend with him. Thank you, friend.

Carter Lacy - February 11, 2017 at 12:08 AM

“

I have been so heartbroken this week. My husband had the pleasure of coaching
Kyle, my son and a great group of kids in baseball when they were young. My heart
is broken for his sweet family and I will be praying for peace for his family..no words
for what they are going through...

Debra Wilson - February 10, 2017 at 11:27 PM

“

I have been honored and blessed to have known Kyle since high school. From the
very beginning, Kyle demonstrated what it meant to be a great friend by always
making an effort to hang out whenever he could. It is easy to look around and see
the amazing impact he has had with countless people. Every time Kyle was in town,
we would always hang out, whether it was just the two of us or with our friend group.
I looked forward to these moments because every time we were together it was
always full of joy and excitement. The memories that we have shared made me who I
am today. From the late night movies at Tinseltown, to the weekly CAC Wednesday,
and the many rounds of frisbee golf, spending time with Kyle has always been a
great experience. Kyle, please know that so many people cared for you and loved

you, including myself. You were one of my best friends, and I will never forget the
influence you have had on my life. I will honor your life and legacy by living life to the
fullest like you always did.
Kenny Nguyen - February 10, 2017 at 11:07 PM

“

I worked with Kyle at legoland discovery center in the photo booth sometimes when
we were short handed. Even though he wasn't a photo host he never complained
about helping out and always had a smile on his face. It saddens me to hear about
his passing. Keeping his family in my prayers.

Alexandria Braziel - February 10, 2017 at 06:02 PM

“

I met Kyle while working at Legoland Discovery Center, and there were two things
about him that really stuck out to me. First, he's huge! He towers over everyone
cause he's so tall. Second, he smiles nonstop. I think it's really fitting that he used to
work the photo center... I will always remember fondly the times we could chat while
working and how easy it was to just appreciate his presence. Working at Legoland
wasn't always fun, but a shift with Kyle never disappointed me or any of our other
coworkers.

Rachel Horikami - February 10, 2017 at 11:48 AM

“

Kyle was one of my best friends throughout middle and high school and I couldn't of
asked for a more thoughtful, kind and funny human being to call my friend. I still
remember how we met in the middle school football lockerroom and we would
wrestle jokingly in the mornings before practice. Kyle was someone who always
wanted to do something, even if it was to fish in 100° weather, play tackle football in
almost freezing rain, or even just go sort through junk at thrift shops. I'm going to
miss our regular golf outings where we found every possible pond, bunker and rough
patch. We never offically ever hit someone with a golf ball but I'm not denying we
didn't come close once or twice. I couldn't of asked for a better person to call a
fishing buddy, golf partner, and friend.
Kyle, I love you and I'm going to miss you.

Jack Sullivan - February 10, 2017 at 01:56 AM

“

I have known Kyle ever since I moved to Texas in the 7th grade. I knew no one in
Texas until I met Kyle who became my first and later one of my best friends.
Throughout middle school and high school we had quite a few classes together. My
favorite memory in school was coming up with nicknames for everyone. To this day I
still do not know where the nickname Farmer Brown came from but it always came
up when we would hang out. Kyle was a great person to be around. He would always
be smiling and never seemed down any day of the week. I will miss our countless
hours spent playing on the PlayStation, playing football at the high school, or our
many adventures at the lake and mall. Hearing of Kyle's passing was so sudden and
did not seem real. Friday, February 3rd, I lost one of my best friends, but the
memories we have made will last a lifetime. I know Kyle is up there watching over all
of us and is probably smiling like always. I will miss you Kyle.

Scott Mrozek - February 09, 2017 at 05:15 PM

“

Words can not begin to illustrate the kind of man Kyle was and I can only wish to be
ten percent of the person he was. Kyle will leave a legacy that will live on in everyone
that he has touched. There is not a single person that I've come across that did not
like Kyle. He had a heart of gold and would give you the shirt off his back. Calling
Kyle an over achiever or a go-getter is an understatement. There was not a second
of his life that he was not doing something that he loved. If he had thirty minutes of
free time it was spent with his friend. I knew if Kyle was free, he would be blowing my
phone up wanting to do something. Kyle had a personality that you could hold a
conversation with for days. I still remember the first class I ever had with Kyle, 6th
grade science. That would mark the beginning to a never ending friendship with Kyle.
There was not many things he would not try, always up for any adventure. He truly
lived every day like his last. With that being said, I can not recall Kyle ever having a
bad day. Kyle's response every time I asked him how his day going was, "Great!" I
have been honored to know Kyle for roughly 8 years now and have done a host of
exiting adventure with him, from our days of being on the Bass team to hitting the
ponds up for a quick evening fish, to our day trips to WinStar. I will never forget all of
the awesome memories that I have shared with Kyle, he is truly a great friend and he
will never be forgotten. Love you buddy.

Aaron Whitrock - February 09, 2017 at 12:49 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Suzanne DiNicola - February 08, 2017 at 05:06 PM

“

It was such a blessing watching Kyle grow up and play football, both arena and youth ball.
He was nicknamed "OB" and will forever be remembered as such a polite young man with
a huge smile plastered on his face!!! What a joy it was to know him!!!
Suzanne DiNicola - February 08, 2017 at 05:10 PM

“

Throughout highschool kyle became one of my closest friends. Not only that but i
was introduced to many of my other friends through him. He was always the one to
plan things and bring us together for a great time. I will never forget all the time we
spent together at the CAC playing basketball and putting together a team to play in
the student faculty tournament. He was a great friend and teammate with a wonderful
sense of humor and kind heart. I will always remember how he would jokingly say
something like, "Bye Chase I hope all your wildest dreams come true" evertime I
would drop him off. He brought together a great group of friends and will always be a
part of it. I will miss you dearly Kyle, love you man.

Chase Poole - February 08, 2017 at 01:37 PM

“

We first met Kyle back in middle school playing 7 on 7 football and Driven Football.
Such a great attitude and wonderful smile that will be greatly missed. Cheryl, Bill and
Lauren, know that Kyle’s memory will live strong in the hearts of the Flower Mound
boys and families that he touched.
We will keep you all in our thoughts and prayers.
Love,
The Oubre Family (Michele, Blaine, Deker and Renn)

Michele Oubre - February 08, 2017 at 10:56 AM

“

Kyle and Warren were childhood friends spending countless hours between our
homes and on so many sports teams together. Always with a bright smile, kind and
cheerful, Kyle was one of those treasured gems to be around.
We are heartbroken in his passing so young, but have comfort in knowing he is
eternally in Heaven. Our prayers and love are with you Bill, Cheryl and Lauren.
Jeff, Monika, Warren and Owen

Monika Martin - February 08, 2017 at 08:07 AM

“

Sweet Kyle was one of Katie's classmates since they were in preschool at Children's
Courtyard. His smile and positive energy were contagious, an angel on earth. Our
deepest sympathy and prayers for Cheryl, Bill, and Lauren. May God hold you and
his friends closely.

The Nuzum Family - February 08, 2017 at 07:02 AM

“

Kyle was a great friend to my son, Sam. They got through their formative years
together and enjoyed a fun friendship. We enjoyed Kyle so much, because he was
such an enjoyable kid to be around. Not only was he extremely smart, polite and
respectful, he had such a witty sense of humor. My happiness was in seeing Sam
and Kyle together being goofy and laughing a lot. We will cherish the happy
memories of Kyle spending time at our house and will grieve the loss of him being
here among us. We rest in the knowledge that his sweet spirit is with everyone who
knew and loved him. What a blessing to be a part of this wonderful young man's life.
Kyle, you are loved and will be dearly missed.

Cheryl Hart - February 07, 2017 at 11:04 PM

“

I was first introduced to Kyle on our youth football team in sixth grade. I never had
trouble getting along with Kyle because he was such an open and kind friend. I
remember seeing him in the halls at FMHS and how I was always appreciative to
receive a handshake from him. Kyle was a blessing to our world and his memory will
live on. We grieve now for this loss but I know In the future we will see Kyle again
and he will welcome us with open arms in Heaven. God bless

Renn Oubre - February 07, 2017 at 09:20 PM

“

I never met the kid. I work with his god father. Seems he was a good smart person. I
feel and pray for the family. God speed.

James Reed - February 07, 2017 at 07:57 PM

“

Kyle was one of the kindest and most caring people I have ever met. He always
greeted me with that warm smile of his and from the day we met I knew I had a great
friend in him. I love you so much and can't wait until I can see you again brother.

Preston Chase - February 07, 2017 at 07:32 PM

“

Kyle was a sweet boy that was in my first grade class. Over the years I ran into either
Kyle or his mom so I was able to keep up with Kyle over the years. Kyle came to visit
my classroom when he was a senior and then posted my favorite picture... side by
side pictures of us from first grade and his senior year. Kyle was a special young
man. I will miss him terribly.

Nancy Boldt - February 07, 2017 at 05:29 PM

“

As a senior, I was not very close to many of the sophomores living in the house, but
that does not ring true for Kyle, who always greeted me with that contagious smile
that we all got to know and love. When Kyle decided he wanted to become House
Manager, a position that I once held and quite frankly did a terrible job, he sought out
my advice and asked different ways on how he could "be the best House Manager
that DU has ever had". This is just one example that truly illuminates to who Kyle
was and what his mission was on this earth, to leave everything better off than when
he saw it, and that is exactly what he did with his time here, and I am able to say
without a doubt that any person who was lucky enough to cross paths with Kyle is a
much better person now because of it. Rest in peace, Brother. Go Jets.

Mitchell Jennings - February 07, 2017 at 03:37 PM

“

Kyle was an amazing young man. He was smart and carried himself with confidence.
He was a friend to many. A kind and gentle soul. He lived life to the fullest and his
family loved him dearly. Kyle had the world at his feet and was going to do great
things.
Then, this tragic accident happened. There is no good explanation for why he is not
here with us today. It is a reminder that we can’t take life for granted. We are so sorry
for your loss – everyone’s loss.
Friends live forever in the memories we keep.
Love,
The McDaniel Family (Craig, Michelle, Austin & Nolan)

Michelle McDaniel - February 07, 2017 at 03:14 PM

“

Anytime you saw Kyle, you knew your day was going to be brightened by a cheerful
conversation. He had such a postive outlook towards life and was constantly selfless
towards others. Kyle blessed us with a lesson on how we should treat eachother.
We're going to miss you a lot, love you Kyle and see you again.

Van Horne - February 07, 2017 at 01:36 PM

“

Cheryl, Bill and Lauren,
I have no words to express how saddened and shocked our family is to hear of
Kyle's passing. I feel like we've watched him grow up ever since meeting your family
back when our girls played started playing soccer together. Kyle was always such a
sweet boy and was an amazing young man! Our hearts ache for your loss and we
are keeping you all in our prayers!
Love,
The Roll Family

Gina M Roll - February 07, 2017 at 01:28 PM

“

Kyle was always the first person to greet me with a gleeful smile when I entered the
room. His warm embrace was so comforting and he made me feel welcome in any
situation. Kyle was not only a great friend but a great role model in his studies. I can't
wait to see his smile again.. Until then, I love you Kyle and thanks for all you did for
me.
-Jordan Vanderheyden
Revelations 21:4

Jordan Vanderheyden - February 07, 2017 at 12:47 PM

“

Our hearts are deeply sadden for you. Kyle has always been a wonderful young
man, and we loved the times that he spent at our house. He will always be a part of
our lives and memories. Our prayers are with your family.

Brad Nutt - February 07, 2017 at 12:25 PM

“

Arguably one of the most dedicated and striving young men I have ever met. Kyle wil
forever hold a place in my heart.

Austin Sides - February 07, 2017 at 12:13 PM

“

Cheryl , Bill and family.
My sincerest condolences. Words evade me now. Always remember the good times
to keep Kyle's memory alive.
Donna Olster

Donna Olster - February 07, 2017 at 11:07 AM

“

Kyle was in my Precalculus class his senior year at FMHS. He was a wonderful
student and a generous classmate. I am so sorry for this heartbreaking loss!

Megan Uken - February 07, 2017 at 09:26 AM

