Stefanus Adrian Petrie
November 20, 1963 - December 28, 2017

Stefanus Adrian "Rian" Petrie, born on November 20, 1963 in Bellville, Cape Town, South
Africa passed away on December 28, 2017 in Dallas, Texas.
Rian bravely endured a liver transplant on November 3rd, 2017 and he and his family are
very grateful to the donor and their family for the opportunity to a second chance. A rocky
road to recovery, Rian contracted an extremely rare fungal infection in his brain. Two brain
surgeries followed, and while the first surgery was successful, the second unfortunately
ended in a massive brain bleed from which he was not able to recover. Rian peacefully
passed away a week later.
Rian attended the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa and graduated with an
electronic engineering degree in 1986. While at Stellenbosch, Rian met his wife, Helga,
and the two were married on March 5th, 1988. Accepting a new job with Siemens, Rian,
Helga, and newly born daughter Melissa moved to Florida from Pretoria, South Africa in
1996. After a decade of living with the ocean on their doorstep, the Petrie family moved
once more all the way to DFW after Siemens and Nokia merged in 2007.
Rian is survived by his wife of 29 years, Helga Petrie, and his two children, Melissa Petrie
and Leonard "Lennie" Petrie as well as his mother, Annie Nel.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00pm Thursday, January 4th at Crossroads Bible
Church in Double Oak, Texas.

Comments

“

Our deepest sympathies to Rian's family.
We worked together at Siemens for the 1. GSM project in the US.
Ryan was such a nice guy. We will always remember the flights, we took together.
Rest in peace.
Petra & Heiko from Munich

Petra & Heiko - January 14, 2018 at 03:21 AM

“

Like so many I worked with Rian during the early years of the 1st Siemens GSM
projects in the US. Apart from being an intelligent engineer and manager, Rian was a
true gentlemen. I too went for rides in his beloved plane, memories I will never forget.
Condolences to the family.
Rest in peace, good bye my friend.
Lionel Batten

Lionel Batten - January 11, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

Good bye Rian,
You were more than a leader and mentor, you were an advocate, confidante and
friend.
Thank you for making such a positive, lasting impact on my life. I was blessed to
have our paths in life overlap.

Given your love of flight, whenever I hear a private propeller plane buzz overhead I
will hope that just beyond our perception you too are in flight.
Gone too soon but never forgotten.
Heartfelt condolences to your loved ones.
Kristopher Anderson - January 10, 2018 at 01:14 AM

“

I first met Rian a day or two after he came to The United States from South Africa to
work in the then fledging Siemens Wireless Division. I was soon introduced to Helga
and then baby Melissa. I met Lenny a while later, with his mom in the hospital when
he was only days old. Rian and I quickly became good friends and close colleagues,
working together daily on many projects and on several business trips together. Rian
was a total technician, immediately gaining the trust and respect or his coworkers
and our customers alike. My wife and I remained very close with Rian and Helga
throughout our time in Boca Raton. I was sad to see the family move to Texas. Rian
seemed happiest when he was flying his much loved plane. I had the pleasure of
flying with him on several occasions. I am so very sorry at his so untimely loss, and
my heart reaches out to Helga, Melissa, Lenny and Rian's mom. There are no words
which can express my great sorrow at your loss to you and your family. Rian, I will
miss you my brother. I will miss your omnipresent smile, your technical expertise,
your gentle demeanor and your total willingness to help anyone at any time. God
Speed My Friend....
Robert (Bob) Millett

Robert Millett - January 08, 2018 at 10:48 AM

“

I knew Rian from work. I remember him as warm and engaging. I was in the office
infrequently but when I was there he would make time to stop by and talk. I have a
special needs son and Rian would always ask how he and my family were doing. It
was clear he cared about and wanted to invest himself in people. We are praying for
for comfort, peace and strength for his family.

Matthew Mooneyham - January 04, 2018 at 08:52 PM

“

Rian has been our neighbor since we moved to Texas. I never saw Rian without a
smile on his face. He was always kind and always said hello. As a self described
"tinkerer" he was always working on something. The world has lost a gentle soul, but
God's Kingdom has opened it's doors to welcome Rian home. May you rest in peace
until we meet again. Helga, Annie Nel, Melissa and Lennie may God help you find

comfort, healing and peace during this trying time.
Trey Knipfing - January 04, 2018 at 08:10 PM

“

Hi Rian,
Thanks for everything that you have done in my life and family, your tender voice and
greeting will always be in my heart

edy yusman - January 04, 2018 at 01:44 PM

“

Rian, you will be missed by all of us. You have shown us all that humility and a
helping hand goes a long way. You have made a place in my heart and mind for ever.

Sourav Bhar - January 04, 2018 at 11:21 AM

“

1 file added to the album Rian's Plane

Robert Millett - January 04, 2018 at 10:48 AM

“

3 files added to the album New Album Name

Sourav Bhar - January 04, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

My deepest sympathies and Prayers to Helga, Melissa, Lennie and Annie Nel.
Although I can not be with you today you are in my thoughts.
Rian, my dear cousin, you have left a empty feeling in my heart. The thought of no
more morning greetings via Skype and "Hallo Antjies, how are you doing today...."
saddens my even more. You were the best Cousin in the world to me.
Will miss you
Antjies

Annalene Sadie - January 04, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

My deepest sympathies and prayers go out to the dear family of Rian. I never worked
directly for Rian but have known him since our days working in Customer Service for
Siemens in Florida and now at Nokia in Texas. I always enjoyed talking to Rian and
would always remind him to share family vacation photos with us on Facebook. Rest
in peace, Rain.

Sheilah Rideout - January 04, 2018 at 02:31 AM

“

To Helga, Melissa, Lennie and Rian's mom. My deapest sympathies on the loss of
your husband, father and son. I have known him from our university days, then the
army, we were buddies.
When I think of Rian, it is good memories. He was always loyal to the people that he
associated with.
When I first heard of his illness, that he was waiting for a liver transplant, he was too
afraid to tell Melissa and Lennie and his mom about the dangers associated with a
liver transplant - said they might be worried. That is how I knew him, always
considerate and loving.
So Rian, Marietjie and I will always miss you...

Leon van Rooyen - January 04, 2018 at 12:46 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Rian's family, he will be in our thoughts and prayers. I
used to sit right besides him when I was working at Nokia. He was my manager and
was always there to give professional and personal advice - I have terribly missed
those after moving to a different firm.
I am truly honored to have worked under him and will always cherish the moments
I've spent with him. Your humbleness and gentle smile will be always missed Sir.
God Bless and Rest in Peace.

Suhag Chauhan - January 03, 2018 at 11:20 PM

“

Our deepest and heartfelt condolences to the Rian Family, from me and my Family.
I have known Rian from as far back as South Africa, first as being part of a joint
Technical Management Teams from a Client of Siemens Telecom SA and Telkom SA
/Vodacom SA, where we met regularly to discuss the progress of serious technical
issues that require to be resolved in a timely manner.
Then a few years later we met again, now both working for Siemens in Boca Raton,
Florida in 1999, followed by meeting again in Irving, Texas when Siemens and Nokia
merged and finally moved the headquarters from Florida to Texas in 2010.
Remembering our numerous discussions about both our families values, customs
and the way we lived ourselves and our kids back in Africa, both in Mozambique and
South Africa to this wonderful country we live now.
As all of your dear friends and colleagues have already mention and shared here,
your gentle smile and sense of humor, always made/filled our days in this world
better and brighter.
Rian my friend, you will be greatly missed, but deep in my heart you will be watching
over on all of us from the Kingdom Garden in Even and guiding us.
May you now Rest Peacefully and keep our found Memories forever.
Armando Da Silva ( A J da Silva )

Armando Da Silva - January 03, 2018 at 11:10 PM

“

I am grateful that Rian encouraged me to visit Spanish River Church in Boca Raton,
FL in 1999. This move blessed me and my family for years to come. On another
occasion He invited me and my family for a special treat to fly with his private plane
down the Florida east coast which was a lot of fun. I know that Rian loved his family
dearly. May his family be comforted by our Lord and experience the joy He wants
them to have.

Bertus van Vuuren - January 03, 2018 at 11:07 PM

“

My dearest Rian, it was an absolute pleasure to have had you in my life. We would
joke that you and Rosie were our Mama and Papa and in all honesty it felt as so. You
were definitely a father figure for me. I know for a fact that no one really wanted me
in their group and you decided to take it upon yourself and include me in your group.
You saw something in me and you helped mentor me and I finally broke the bubble
that was holding me back. I literally just won an award for great transition and
customer support. I am in Seattle freaking Washington kicking butt at my current job
because you believed in me and I will forever be eternally grateful. I really miss
sitting behind you and listening to all those adventurous stories.... I know how much
you wanted to move to Seattle and I wanted to help you take over John's job over
here in Bellevue... Unfortunately, it did not happen, but you made this move happen
for me. I told you I was deadset on moving here and you referred me to Radio. It's
been a year since I've been here and I'm super happy. I just wish I could have helped
you make the move here as well! However, what I can tell you is that I will not take
Washington for granted! I will live it to the fullest and be as adventurous as you once
were.
I would also like to mention that he would talk about you Melissa and Lennie a lot. He
loved you guys so much. He also showed me the pictures to the Oregon trip, you,
Melissa and him took. You had a wonderful father and husband and best friend and
all that good stuff. He was a great man. I can say that he lived a full life and is loved
by many. I will miss him dearly, but his memories will live on.
I saw him in the hospital right before his second surgery, I actually flew down from
Washington just to see him... He called me Rosie as I walked in... He always mixed
up our names. It made me laugh. Right before I left, he said thank you for seeing me
before I passed... of course he said it jokingly, but it only made me cry. He told me to
spend each and every moment I can with my loved ones while we can and I will do
just that.
As we get older, we get caught up in our own lives that we take them for granted...
When just a simple phone call and hello would suffice or to drop in. This has
changed me in so many ways and I will do all that I can to not take the people I love
for granted or the places I am able to go. Life is a blessing and it is meant to be
shared and celebrated.
Rian will forever be a happy memory. I wish your family so many blessings.
With all my love... Daisy

Daisy L Gonzalez - January 03, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

We have lived next door to the Petrie family for almost 10 years and they are a lovely
family. There is a wax myrtle shrub by the side of their house that grows near our
driveway. I never minded when it grew big and my car would sometimes brushed
past it because it released a beautiful scent but anytime Rian noticed it was getting a
bit long he would rush right out and trim it as not to bother us. I will think of him now
every time I drive by it. He was such a kind and thoughtful person. I am saddened
that the world has lost such a beautiful soul. Much love and strength to Helga,
Melissa and Lennie.

Annette Knipfing - January 03, 2018 at 09:19 PM

“

Rian was my direct manager back in Boca, but he was more of a mentor and friend
always looking after me both professionally and personally. He was first one I called
and congratulated me after my child was born, he also gave me child care lessons
and told me not to panic. He was always fun to talk to and kept his calm. He likes
flying and mechanics always talks about his plan of building his plane and all sorts of
machines he has in his garage. We will miss you Rian, rest in peace and may God
be with you.

Freddie Wang - January 03, 2018 at 07:36 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Rian's family. Rian was a welcoming colleague when I
joined the team. He took his time to explain new procedures and tools to me. Later
we worked together in different projects and he always had a smile and a helping
hand. I will miss his presence in our team meetings, his sense of humor, his very
personal views and insights. Rest in peace Rian.

Teresa McGranaghan - January 03, 2018 at 07:19 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Rian’s family.
I had the pleasure and honor to work with Rian for 5 years in Texas. I should
probably have met him during our years in South Florid, but our paths never crossed
until I joined the services organization in Irving. He made me feel welcome in the
team from the first minute. He is such a great person that it feels like I have know him
forever. As we both lived in Lantana he always greeted me with “hi, fellow
Lanatanian”.
Rian, my friend, you are in a better place now, but you will be truly missed.

Winfried Hackmann - January 03, 2018 at 05:20 PM

“

13 files added to the album New Album Name

Mark Wilson - January 03, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

My deepest sympathies and prayers go out to your family on the passing of Rian. I
had the pleasure to work with Rian for many years both in Florida and Texas and was
proud to call him my friend, colleague and mentor. Over the years I could always
count on Rian, when I needed guidance, advice or to just talk (and Rian would
always provide me sound practical advice and a different way to look at things). Rian
will surely be missed...God Bless Rian and his family! RIP Rian!

Colin Catto - January 03, 2018 at 04:56 PM

“

My Heartfelt condolences to Rian's Family as we deeply mourn his loss. When I
remember of Rian, the first thing that strikes is his Warm Smile that makes you smile
and talk to him instantly. I will always remember him as the humble, gentle, down to
earth Manager I ever met and who always had a listening heart with a smile for every
one. God Bless you and your family.

Santosh V D - January 03, 2018 at 04:00 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Rian for many years as my boss, colleague and
friend. We worked closely together recently when he lead our program to hire and
train new engineers out of college. I recall how passionate he was about investing
his time and himself in coaching up these young people and how they in turn brought
him new energy and joy for his work. At our interviews he would always as them 'if
you were marooned on an island, what 3 items they would want to have?'. I felt this
reflected his great sense of adventure as well as his knowledge and ingenuity at
problem solving. Beneath his quite demeanor lied the heart of a great adventurer. I
will miss our discussions and the advise that he shared with me on being a father.
Rest in Peace my friend, you will be greatly missed.

Mark Wilson - January 03, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Mark Wilson - January 03, 2018 at 11:46 AM

“

I have known and worked with Rian since 1997, first in Florida and later in Texas. I
had just arrived in the US and would look to Rian for advice on many personal and
professional matters. Whenever I had to go on a business trip, Rian would visit my
apartment regularly to make sure everything was OK, collect my mail and even mail
checks to pay the bills. When I was returning to Boca Raton with my wife after getting
married in India, he left flowers in my apartment to make her feel welcome. He took
me flying on his plane after I expressed interest in his hobby. You will be missed very
much, Rian. God bless you and your family.

Kshitij Garg - January 03, 2018 at 11:09 AM

“

Rian will be missed by a lot of people. He was a very kind hearted person who was
genuinely interested in knowing your problems and would try to give advise or help in
all the ways he could. Deep condolences for family and friends. May God give them
strength to bear this loss.

Ather Khalid - January 03, 2018 at 10:52 AM

“

Rian, I will always have fond memories of the many hours we spent sitting in each
other's office. Be it strategizing support within the company or discussing family,
hobbies and life in general. You have been a friend I always sought out to spend a
few minutes with. Fly high my friend. Love and prayers for your family.

Larry Swartz - January 03, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

My fondest memories of Rian will always be of his fun loving and adventurous
nature. He loved flying and was always game to try something new, whether it was
experiencing different cuisines, riding the latest roller coasters or learning and
experimenting with new technology. Rian, thank you for all you have done, the many
lives you have touched and the difference you have made to many. God bless Rian
and his family. Rest in peace, my friend.

Wing Lai-Tong - January 03, 2018 at 06:39 AM

“

I knew Rian for 10+ years as a boss, colleague, friend, senior, advisor. Always very
calm. I never saw him angry with anybody and for anything.
He had older kids. So, I went to him often for advices on everything including work,
kids, cars. He was a trusted friend. Rest in peace Rian.
May God give his family strength to face this irreplaceable loss.

Binaya Manandhar - January 02, 2018 at 10:37 PM

“

The world is sadder everyone that knew Rian knows what a thoughtful hardworking
cheerful person, he always had time for everyone. Every Christmas we remember
that Rian called to wish us a Merry Christmas from Cape Town. He was on vacation
with his beloved family. Rian took the time to send us pictures, knowing that it was
the one place that we had not ever traveled to, so he wanted to share how beautiful
Cape Town and the ocean, we have always cherished that call.
Our prayers and love to Helga, Melissa, Lennie and of course his Mom, Annie Nel
(you raised a wonderful Man)
May God be with all of you through such hard times. Bill and Joan Vowler

Bill and Joan Vowler - January 02, 2018 at 10:18 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Binaya Manandhar - January 02, 2018 at 09:49 PM

“

I worked with Rian from 2005 - 2012. He was a great colleague, always positive. He
will be missed. Deepest condolences to his family and friends....
Larry Mezoe

Larry Mezoe - January 02, 2018 at 08:47 PM

“

I worked beside Rian in Boca Raton from 2000-2006. Rian was always professional,
always friendly, smart as a whip and a pleasure to be around. He has been taken too
soon and he will be sorely missed.
God bless Rian and family. May he Rest In Peace.

Stuart Chisholm - January 02, 2018 at 08:39 PM

“

My most cherished memory with Rian is when we went for the volunteer day in a
middle school in Dallas. He offered to pick me up from my house as I did not want to
drive to downtown during rush hour. We had a great day with the young engineers
from the grad program promoting Nokia to the middle school kids. He wanted to do it
again this year but we were busy and we planned for next year. He will surely be
missed! As CK has mentioned, he would send daily Good morning message in
skype, will ask how your weekend went and everything else not work related. He
would call me “Daisy” or how are you “Rosie” to say hi. I will miss you Rian! May your
soul Rest In Peace and my our good Lord comfort your family in this difficult time.

Rosie Florentino - January 02, 2018 at 08:05 PM

“

Riaan, you were a light in our lives, your friendship was more than anyone could
hope for, a best friend and enlightened colleague, from our days in South Africa
through to our move to America you were always someone my family and myself
could lean on for support, knowledge and friendship. We will miss you and mourn
your leaving us so soon. Travel well to your final destination. Rodger, Debbie, Mandy
and Kyle Richardson.

Rodger Richardson - January 02, 2018 at 07:55 PM

“

The coolest memory I have of Rian is something small and simple that I took for
granted at the time. Rian would send these random "Good morning, what's up"
messages to me and some of the other engineers he managed in the GEP program.
I would respond thinking there was something important he wanted to discuss
pertaining to work only for him to discuss what's going on with my life. He did this for
every engineer in the program he managed. We would joke about it then but we all
really appreciated it. Rian sincerely took interest in those around him and I love him
for that. Rest in Peace and Love boss!

Nsikak Otu - January 02, 2018 at 07:02 PM

“

Harpreet Singh lit a candle in memory of Stefanus Adrian Petrie

harpreet singh - January 02, 2018 at 06:53 PM

“

My most cherished memory is every morning I come into work, and Rian would
already be there, and he would always say "Good morning Mr. Lou, how are you
today". I would go over to his desk, and he would always have a smile, no matter
how he felt. We would talk about family, movies, cars, events, lunch....anything and
everything but not work. He always made me start my day out right. I love him and
already miss him so much. God bless Rian and his family.

Lou Goyette - January 02, 2018 at 06:42 PM

