Mary Jo Turnbull
August 23, 1927 - December 26, 2019

Mary Jo (Surber) Turnbull “went home” to her maker on Dec. 26th, 2019.
Jo was born on August 23, 1927, in Konawa, OK, to Ralph and Velma (Main) Surber. She
grew up in Konawa, attended college in Ada, lived in Tulsa, and finally moved to
Oklahoma City where she worked at City National Bank and met her future husband R.
Gladson (Tony) Turnbull.
Gladson, her husband of 45 years, and older sister, Jean Lumpkin, preceded her in death.
Survivors include two daughters, Laura G. Turnbull (Dale Crawford) of Portland OR and
Paula Turnbull Knox (Doug Knox) of Highland Village, TX, sisters Annette Bridges and
Dayna Van de Reit, grandchildren Jacob Ferryman (Christopher Fiskvik), Casey Morel,
Cameron (Casey), Colin, and Carys Knox and numerous Turnbull and Surber nieces and
nephews, as well as her beloved Corgi “Archie”.
Jo was a member of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, OKC between 1954 and 2000,
where she was active in the Women’s Axillary. She served as leader for Girl Scout Troop
115 of the OK Red Lands Council, based out of Nichol’s Hills Elementary School for many
years and was an active member of the OKC PEO Chapter DP. Having begun her college
studies in Ada OK, she returned to college to complete her bachelors’ degree, which she
received from Central Oklahoma State University in May 1970.
Jo lived briefly in Olathe KS, where she joined the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church,
the Shawnee PEO Chapter, and was a founding member of the Friday Afternoon Ladies
Wine group, before moving to Lewisville, TX, in 2004. In Texas, she became a member of
Flower Mount United Methodist Church and was active in the church for several years.
Full of energy and gregarious, Jo lead an active life. She enjoyed sewing and was an
accomplished seamstress, making clothes and gifts for family and friends. She welcomed
family and friends to her home and made a point of visiting them as well. From car
camping with the pop-up camper trailer, to waterskiing weekends at the lake, to seeing the
world with Tony, she loved to travel.

She survived many life threatening health ordeals and shortly before her death, using one
of her endless saying and quips, noted that “her get up and go – had got up and went”.
Rest in peace, Mary Jo.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations be made in her name to the Girl Scouts of
Western Oklahoma. 405.528.4475 http://www.gswestok.org
The service/celebration of life will be held from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. on Saturday February 15,
2020 at Dalton & Son Funeral Home, 1550 North Stemmons Freeway, Lewisville, TX. An
informal reception will follow. Reception information will be available at the service.
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