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January 3, 1930 - September 23, 2019

Mary Evelyn Clifford 1930-2019
Mary Evelyn Clifford of Flower Mound, Texas, passed away peacefully on September 23,
2019. Her life and her presence here on this earth are impossible to describe in a few
words. She was an intelligent, independent-minded, and accomplished woman who was
fiercely loyal to her family and friends. She was kind and generous to those most in need,
contributing generously to the missions she most cherished, primarily Wycliffe and Sudan
Interior Missions. She believed in the philosophy of paying it forward and returned the
abundant blessings she received throughout her life to those in greater need.
Evelyn was born in Cecilia, Kentucky and spent most of her childhood there and in
Rineyville, Kentucky where she graduated from high school. In 1951, Evelyn earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Milligan College in Elizabethton, Tennessee. That
same year, she married the love of her life, Lieutenant Philip Glenn Clifford and their world
travel and adventures together began. Evelyn taught high school English and literature
courses for a few years before she and Phil started a family of their own. Evelyn, Phil and
their children lived overseas in Germany and Japan as well as Hawaii, Maryland, South
Carolina, Texas and Virginia.
Upon Phil's untimely passing in 1980, Evelyn made the decision to pursue a second
degree and she was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance from the
University of Texas at Austin in 1985. For approximately ten years thereafter, she enjoyed
working for the State of Texas as a Bank Examiner. After being offered early retirement in
1995, Evelyn fulfilled one of her life's desires by working for Wycliffe Bible Translators as a
Trust Officer and Financial Planner. In 2002, Evelyn retired to Texas in order to be closer
to her family.
Evelyn is survived by her four children and their spouses: Philip Stephen Clifford and his
wife, Miriam, of Chicago, Illinois; Glenda Clifford Fittz and her husband, David, of Highland
Village, Texas; Karen Clifford Minor and her husband, Jerry, of Franklin, Tennessee; and
Dwight Leslie Clifford and his wife, Crystal, of Flower Mound, Texas. She is also survived
by her five beloved grandchildren: Katie Marie Clifford of Little Rock, Arkansas; Laura
Leslie Fittz of Nashville, Tennessee; Ryan Glenn Fittz of Dallas, Texas; Sarah Kay Heath
of Flower Mound, Texas; and Daniel Philip Clifford of Flower Mound, Texas. Lastly, Evelyn

is survived by her beloved sister, Brooks Cox of Mansfield, Ohio as well as by her
numerous nieces and nephews whom she dearly loved and who, in return, were devoted
to her. Evelyn is preceded in death by her parents, Dwight Eldon Large and Cora Morrison
Large as well as five brothers. She is also preceded in death by her beloved husband,
Colonel (Retired) Philip Glenn Clifford.
Private Family Services will be held prior to burial at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
in San Antonio, Texas.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made in her honor to Wycliffe Bible
Translators (https://www.wycliffe.org/projects). Include her name, Evelyn, when it asks for
Project Name and/or ID.

Cemetery
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
San Antonio, TX,

Comments

“

Rebecca M. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Mary Evelyn Clifford.

Rebecca M. - September 30, 2019 at 04:20 PM

“

What a wonderful obituary for Aunt Evelyn. We thank God for her life and now for her
death in Christ and reunion with Uncle Phil and many other loved ones. Condolences
to the Clifford family.

Brad Barlow - September 29, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

I enjoyed Mrs. Clifford immensely when she and her family lived down the street from
us in Austin. She always seemed so energetic to me when I was in high school. Then
one day when I was at UT, I ran into her in the Main Bldg. I asked her what she was
up to and she said “I’m a student here!” I was even more impressed with her then! I
feel so blessed to have known her.

Tammy Koenings - September 29, 2019 at 05:55 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to the Clifford family. We keep you in our prayers as we
celebrate Mary's life.
Doug and Carmen Endicott

Doug Endicott - September 29, 2019 at 02:45 PM

“

Linda Clifford Burgess And Bruce Burgess lit a candle in memory of Mary Evelyn
Clifford

Linda Clifford Burgess and Bruce Burgess - September 28, 2019 at 02:24 PM

“

Evelyn wasn't just a neighbor to me. She was my family across the street that you
care of me when I was sick, let me treat her yard as my secret clubhouse, and loved
me like I was her own. She taught me that family wasn't just something for people
that are related. I loved her very much and she will be a model for how to be a more
than a neighbor for my whole life.

Holly Levanto - September 27, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

Dear Clifford Family,
My most sincere condolences go out to you and your family at this difficult time. You
are in my thoughts and prayers. May your wonderful mom's memory be eternal.
Sincerely,
Natalie Dagres

Natalie Dagres - September 27, 2019 at 02:53 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to your lovely family. May her memory be eternal.
Malla & Rick Kolhoff

Malla S Kolhoff - September 26, 2019 at 07:19 AM

“

My prayers for and condolences to the Clifford family. As long as you cherish your
mom's/grandmother's memories in your heart, she lives, forever....
Blessings,
Faith T.
Faith Thurmond - September 27, 2019 at 01:48 PM

“

Dr. Clifford - thoughts, fondest memories and prayers for strength to you and your family.
Respectfully,
Angela Riddle
Angela Riddle - September 27, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

My dear Aunt Evelyn was always such a positive influence on my life. Her love and
kindness meant oh so much to me and I'll never forget all that she meant to me.I'll always
remember her kind acts and special times we sharedduring my lifetime.I'll never forget you
and will love and cherish you forever. Both Bruce and I send our love and deepest
sympathy to the entire Clifford family.
Linda Clifford Burgess and Bruce Burgess - September 28, 2019 at 02:24 PM

“

Aunt Mary Evelyn was such a kind and generous soul. I always wished she was closer to
us so we could see her more often. I am so appreciative of her love and support for my
mother, her sister Brooks Cox. They were able to maintain their close relationship in spite
of the distance between them. My thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends,
and all those who will miss her.
Mark Cox - September 28, 2019 at 09:10 PM

