Keith Anthony Kelley
June 29, 1984 - July 12, 2019

Love, like the ocean, continues beyond the horizon….
And life, like the sun, shines where we cannot see.

Keith Anthony Kelley, born June 29, 1984 passed away on July 12, 2019 at his parents’
home in Plano, Texas with his family at his bed side. He was preceded in death by his
grandparents Abe and Anna Steiner.
Keith was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota to his mother Jacquelyn Kelley, father Clarence
Kelley, and sister Kira Kelley. After five years in Minnesota the family moved to West
Milford, New Jersey where Keith attended kindergarten through sixth grade. During this
time, he participated in Cub Scouts. He was proud to sell the most popcorn for a fund
raiser (with the help of his Dad), winning a bike; and having the fastest Pinewood Derby
cars (with the help of his Dad, his Grandfather Abe, and Uncle Rick.)
He participated in community sports including soccer, basketball, and baseball. He
enjoyed school and had many major projects that influenced him. He played piano and
violin for a brief time. He learned to play saxophone which he loved, and participated in
the gifted program including Odyssey of the Mind. He participated in karate and won
trophies and awards at many tournaments.
For Middle School Keith attended Heritage Middle School in Westerville, Ohio where he
ran track, cross country, and played basketball.
The family moved to Rochester Hills, Michigan where Keith attended high school. He was
a three letter, four year varsity athlete in cross country, track (high jump, hurdles and
running) and basketball. Keith was in the state track meet his junior and senior year,
winning 4th place in high jump his senior year.
Keith attended Southern Methodist University where he was on the track team until SMU

eliminated their track program.
Keith was loved by his family and by his many friends. He loved watching sports, playing
poker with friends, playing kickball, and BVB football where he helped to fundraise for
Alzheimer’s Disease. He also loved attending trivia nights and celebrating birthdays with
free wings at Pluckers. Keith, his family, and his friends enjoyed attending many NCAA
Final Four Basketball games; yearly attendance had become a tradition.
Now, our sorrow is in proportion to the joy that we had with Keith during his life.
Keith is survived by his wife Megan Kelley and her family, his mother and father Jacquelyn
and Clarence Kelley, his sister and brother-in-law Kira and John Zimmerly; nieces and
nephew Anna, Leah, and Andrew Zimmerly; and aunt and uncles: Richard and Janet
Steiner, Lela Pinchon, Pearline Blankenship McReynolds, Mary and George Patton,
Laurice Kelley, Rosa Kelley Callier, Frances and Paul Dillard, Duane and Mary (Bonnie)
Kelley, Wanda and Will Jameson, and Yvonne and Bruce Cox. He is also survived by
many cousins and good friends.
The family is planning a celebration of Keith’s life next year on his birthday, June 29, 2020
at their home in Plano, Texas.
Keith’s life words have been spoken. He is home now, leaving behind memories of
laughter, love, fun and sadness, but we should rejoice because he lived his story!!

Comments

“

Keith was always fun to be around, and he was a “foodie”. He liked to cook and
made the best homemade noodles. Thanksgiving dinner always included Keith’s
noodles. He will be sorely missed but never forgotten. I just know that my mom is
talking his ears off in heaven. She loved seeing him at holiday dinners and thought
he was so handsome. RIP Keith. You were loved deeply.
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