John "JT" Taylor Willett
July 27, 1959 - June 4, 2019

John Taylor “JT” Willett, our beloved husband and daddy, lost his courageous five-year
battle with cancer on June 4, 2019. A memorial service in celebration of JT’s life will be
held at 2:00 PM on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at the Flower Mound Family Funeral Home
located at 3550 Firewheel Drive, Flower Mound, TX 75028. Flowers or a donation to the
Colorectal Cancer Alliance (https://www.ccalliance.org) are appreciated.
JT was born on July 27, 1959 to Taylor and Ann Willett in Murfreesboro, TN. He grew up
in Orlando, Florida, where he graduated from Trinity Preparatory School. While at Trinity,
JT was the captain of the football team where he was selected to the 1978 Florida AllState football team. During his senior year, he served as president of the Student Council.
He was the first recipient of the Florence Ann Hay Memorial Award and is enshrined in the
Trinity High School Athletic Hall of Fame.
After high school, JT attended the University of Arkansas where he played football until
injury ended his career. He completed college and graduated from Memphis State
University in 1982. After graduating college, JT returned to Trinity for five years to impart
his wisdom on the next generation as an algebra teacher and football coach. JT went on
to obtain his Juris Doctorate from the Walter F. George School of Law at Mercer University
in Macon, Georgia, and graduated in 1990. Upon graduation, he returned to Orlando
where he practiced law with the firm of DeCiccio & Broussard. He later became a founding
partner in the firm of Broussard, Condry & Willett until opening his own law practice in
Sanford, Florida.
In 2005, JT and his family moved to Flower Mound, Texas where he became Vice
President of Affiliated Computer Services, later Xerox. At the time of his death, JT was
Senior Vice President of Corporate Affairs and General Counsel of First Choice Loan
Services. JT was a brilliant legal mind who counseled his clients and associates with
honesty and a gentle hand. He loved and was loved by his FCLS family and business
associates throughout the country.

JT loved the dog sport of Schutzhund where he competed at the highest level. In 2001, he
won the German Shepherd Dog Club of America and Working Dog Association National
Championship with his dog, Monty v. Soerburcht. He proudly went on to represent the
United States in the World Championships in Slovenia shortly after the 9/11 terrorist
attacks on the United States. He said his proudest moment as an American was hearing
the thunderous applause the US team received at the opening ceremonies.
JT loved American Staffordshire Terriers. His beloved “Wimpy”, (Gr. Champion Garrett’s Al
E. Gator) received the Medal of Honor at the Westminster Dog Show in New York City,
sired many future champions, and enhanced the beauty, structure, and temperament of
the breed.
JT was the proud son of a World War II Army veteran who helped liberate Europe from the
tyranny of the Nazis, and his brilliant mother who for 40 years taught and nurtured
students at Colonial High School in Orlando.
Despite his remarkable career and triumphs in his hobbies, JT’s greatest accomplishment
was simply being “Daddy.” He loved and cherished his time with his three daughters and
watched in awe as they grew into amazing young women. He beamed at their successes,
counseled them when they failed, and loved them unconditionally. He left this world
knowing that all three of his girls were set to be independent, successful, and
accomplished adults.
JT is preceded in death by his parents, Taylor and Ann. He is survived by his wife of 26
years, Mary Ann Willett, and his beloved daughters, Annie Willett of Washington, DC,
Leah Willett of Dallas, Texas, and Mary Taylor Willett of Lantana, Texas.
JT, his personality, and his sense of humor were larger than life. No words can express the
depth of our despair as we now navigate this world without him.
“Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty
and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly
used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming “Wow! What a Ride!”
Hunter S. Thompson, The Proud Highway: Saga of a Desperate Southern Gentleman,
1955-1967
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Memorial Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Flower Mound Family Funeral Home
3550 Firewheel Drive, Flower Mound, TX, US, 75028

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Paul Swett - April 24 at 03:41 PM

“

I am sorry to hear that JT passed away. I graduated from Mercer Law School the
year after he did. We were good friends and spent a lot of time together. As is the
story of life, we lost touch with one another and I am not the Facebook type. I am
glad to hear that he had such a wonderful life. The Hunter Thompson quote is most
appropriate. We lived large and it sounds as if he went on to live even larger.

Rodney Page - April 15 at 04:40 PM

“

Mike Spatola lit a candle in memory of John "JT" Taylor Willett

Mike Spatola - June 18, 2019 at 06:28 AM

“

Sandra Scott is following this tribute.

Sandra Scott - June 17, 2019 at 12:05 PM

“

Suffice it to say, I am deeply saddened by the news of JT's passing. I had the
privilege of assisting Joel Kelley on the 1977 Trinity Prep football staff. JT
spearheaded one of Trinity's greatest football seasons as the captain on a team that
finished second in the state to FAMU. His dominance on the football field was
equaled by his gentleness off the field. His energy, enthusiasm and passion for the

game were contagious and inspiring. He was one of the most savvy players I
coached at Trinity and elsewhere. He was also a superb student in the classroom.
JT's love for, and loyalty towards Trinity became even more apparent when he
returned to teach and coach the sport he loved. He always expressed his gratitude
for the education he received at Trinity. Gosh, he'll be missed. My thoughts and
prayers are with JT and his family. I offer my deepest sympathies and condolences.
JT will always be one of Trinity Prep's GREATEST SAINTS. Your legacy as a
student-athlete will live on and you will not be forgotten. God-Speed.
Mike Spatola - June 17, 2019 at 12:04 PM

“

My memories of JT were from the trenches. The trenches of the football practice
field. I was one of the "lucky ones" that lined up opposite JT repeatedly. He was a
junior when I was a senior but you never know it from the way he took me to school
on the field. Between plays he was always mild mannered and jovial - clearly having
a good time and enjoying being around people as much as playing ball. I knew he
was good enough to play ball in college somewhere so i was not surprised he did. JT
was a great person who accomplished many things. Au revoir, my friend.

Steve Belvin - June 12, 2019 at 09:29 PM

“

Tamra Rodgers lit a candle in memory of John "JT" Taylor Willett

Tamra Rodgers - June 08, 2019 at 01:17 PM

