Ellen Hope Derr
June 27, 1968 - February 26, 2018

Ellen (Ellie) Hope Derr (nee Berger), Ph.D. of Coppell, TX died on February 26, 2018 in
her home. She was 49 years old.
Ellie was born on June 27, 1968 in West Palm Beach, Fl. She lived with her family in
Jupiter, Fl from the times she was eight until she graduated Jupiter High School. Ellie grew
up loving books and animals, especially horses. After high school, she moved to New
Brunswick, NJ, where she graduated from Rutgers University with honors in three years.
Ellie then moved to Albany, NY, where she completed her master’s degree in
Rehabilitation Counseling. She worked for several years as a master’s level therapist in
community mental health, including a year in the “North Country” of Malone in far upstate
NY. Ellie then spent a year in the Psy.D program at Central Michigan University before
transferring to the Ph.D. program at Michigan State, where she graduated with a doctorate
in Counseling Psychology. Ellie met Dave, her future husband in that graduate psychology
program. She completed her residency at the Oklahoma Health Consortium in Oklahoma
City and then moved with her then boyfriend to Eugene, OR for his residency. Ellie and
Dave got engaged during their next move to Boston, MA. They completed their
dissertations and post-doc requirements in Boston, with Ellie working at a residential
program for adolescent boys. The flew to the OR coast for their wedding which was
attended by friends and family from near and far. A few years after their return to Boston,
Ellie gave birth to their only child, Hannah. With post-docs completed, Ellie, Dave and
Hannah moved to Arkansas to work with underserved community mental health patients
as part of the National Health Service Corps. In September 2010, while living in South
Arkansas, Ellie was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive cancer, uterine leiomyosarcoma
(LMS). Her surgeon gave her 3-6 months to live. Miraculously, Ellie got 4 years remission
after that initial surgery and diagnosis before the cancer returned in 2014. Ellie quit her job
as a psychologist when she was diagnosed and spent her time raising her young daughter
and volunteering for various organizations, including Hannah’s schools, Service League,
Operation Kindness Animal Shelter and her synagogue, Congregation Kol Ami. Ellie also
volunteered as a moderator for an LMS support group on Facebook where she befriended
people from around the world struggling with the same diagnosis.

Ellie is survived by her beloved husband Dave Derr, cherished daughter Hannah Derr,
parents Myra and Steve Berger, brother Brent Berger and wife Tammie, nephews Ryan
and Tyler Berger and brother-in-law Scott Derr.
Funeral services will be held on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 1:30pm at Congregation Kol
Ami in Flower Mound, TX.. Burial will follow at Rolling Oaks Memorial Park in Coppell, TX.

Cemetery
Rolling Oaks Memorial Park
400 Freeport Pkwy
Coppell, TX, 75019

