Carolyn Joyce (Judah) James
September 3, 1946 - January 7, 2018

Our hearts are saddened as we share the loss of our loved one. Born September 3, 1946,
Norfolk General Hospital, Norfolk, VA and died Sunday, January 7, 2018, Carrollton, TX.
She was the second child of Martha Lila Hicks and Coleman David Judah. After a few
years, her parents divorced, and her mother remarried. The new family moved to Eastern
North Carolina settling in Washington, Beaufort County. They also lived in Winterville and
Blounts Creek. Joyce, or Jo as her mother called her, graduated from Aurora (NC) High
School, Class of 1965. To fulfill her dream in life she submitted an application with two
nursing schools in Eastern North Carolina, Wilson and Kinston. She was accepted into the
Lenoir Memorial Hospital School of Nursing, Kinston, Class of 1967. Early in her nursing
education she met her husband, Hubert Alvin James, Jr., a native of Kinston. They were
married in Al’s church, First Baptist, located at Gordon and McLewan Streets. Joyce
received her nursing cap, married and graduated in the sanctuary of First Baptist.
Following graduation Joyce and Al moved to Fayetteville, NC. Joyce practiced nursing for
approximately twelve years at Cape Fear Valley Hospital, Fayetteville. Joyce was
instrumental in opening the first Short Stay/Day Surgery unit at Cape Fear Valley. A
daughter, Lisa Carol James, was born October 30, 1970. In 1979, the James family
moved to the Atlanta, GA area. Joyce practiced nursing at DeKalb General Hospital,
Decatur. During the summer of 1983, Al’s job moved the family to Carrollton, TX. (Carolyn)
Joyce again joined a nursing family. She accepted a position at Saint Paul Medical Center,
a Daughters of Charity teaching hospital. She remained with the hospital through their
transition from the Daughters to the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at
Dallas. The last fifteen years of her career, she was Clinical Coordinator of the Day
Surgery Unit. (Carolyn) Joyce sat with the planning committee for the Day Surgery Suites
at the new UT Southwestern William P. Clements University Hospital, Dallas. She retired
after 30 years of service.
Joyce and Al were married June 6, 1967 in the Prayer Room at First Baptist, Kinston,
celebrating over 50 years of marriage. Joyce and Al have a daughter, Lisa Carol James
Blackburn and husband Michael living in Plano, TX. Also surviving is a nephew, Willie
Brent Edwards, Grifton, NC. She is also survived by a sister-in law, Diane Edwards,
brother-in-law and wife, Richard and Julianne James, several cousins, other nieces and

nephews. The family will have a local visitation and service from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm
with service beginning at 7pm on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 Cornerstone Baptist Church,
2242 Lucas Road, Lucas, Texas 75002.
There will be an assembly of family and friends from 10:30 am until 12:00 pm, First Baptist
Church, 2600 Rouse Road, Kinston, Lenoir County, NC 28504. Interment will follow in the
family estate, Westview Cemetery, West Vernon Avenue at Hillcrest Road, Kinston. In lieu
of flowers memorials may be made to the Nursing Program, Lenoir Community College,
231 North Carolina Hwy 58, Kinston, NC 28501 or First Baptist Church, Kinston, NC.
The James Family would like to thank the Oncology nursing staff and Day Surgery at
William P. Clements University Hospital, Dallas. Also, Cecil Dalton and staff at Flower
Mound Family Funeral Home, Flower Mound, TX. A special thank you to a longtime
professional associate and friend of the family, Kevin S. Johnson. Kevin will accompany
the family to North Carolina and preside at the service.
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Comments

“

I have always loved seeing Carolyn in the halls. So kind and soft- equally loved by
coworkers and patients. I’ll never forget hearing all about her daughters wedding.
She loved family so much. A graceful fighter till the very end. Sending prayers for
comfort and peace to the family.

Sarah McNeil - January 22, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

Joyce was a very sweet, kind, gentle person. She was kind of quiet but I loved the
few times she, Al and i would get together with other friends to go out to eat. She
never said anything negative about anyone. She will be missed by us all. Teresa
George

Teresa George - January 13, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

You will be missed, I am honored to have you as a friend, and a work buddy! May
you rest in peace
Prudence

Prudence Nietupski - January 09, 2018 at 05:20 PM

“

Carolyn, I will miss your sweet smile and our talks . I love you and your family . Lisa
and Al I am sorry for your loss . I am here for you both . Carolyn made my day when I
could hear her voice and laugh with her .
Love you all
Alicia

Alicia - January 09, 2018 at 05:15 PM

“

Al & Lisa,
I'm so sorry for your loss. Though I only met her a few times, she was a lovely lady!
You are in my thoughts.
Big Hugs,
Jill Hefner Williams

Jill Hefner Williams - January 09, 2018 at 04:59 PM

“

Carolyn,
I'm so glad that you were apart of my life as a co-worker and friend. You will be
missed from the UT Southwestern family. God, has truly called an angel home. Now
rest in peace. There will be no more pain or suffering for this angel.
Girlie Stanley
3rd Floor PACU
UT Southwestern

Girlie Stanley - January 09, 2018 at 09:06 AM

“

You will be missed Mrs. Carolyn I thank you for all the kind words and the wonderful
smiles that you gave me on a daily basis. Phil and I will always remember the
wonderful times we shared at work. I will continue to pray for your family's strength.
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Deidra Pettit

Deidra Pettit - January 09, 2018 at 08:28 AM

“

Carolyn had a sweet disposition that warmed your heart from the first encounter with
her. Her gentle tone and kindness was heartfelt and genuine. She believed in me
and when I was unsure of myself and I will miss her dearly.
-Stephanie Harper

Stephanie Harper - January 08, 2018 at 10:39 PM

“

My dear friend's mom and such a sweet lady. She volunteered her time at our
Gospelfest event last year and even though she was sick, she still gave to others.
What a great example. She will be missed by many. Our prayers are going up for the
family.

Gigi Burgess - January 08, 2018 at 10:12 PM

“

I shared many meals with the James family and always felt part of the family. One
special event we attended was my first visit to Bass Hall for the Christmas concert. It
was a great night

Renee Schepp - January 08, 2018 at 08:46 PM

“

I will miss you my friend.

Darlie Molina - January 08, 2018 at 08:16 PM

“

I met Mrs. Carolyn 8 years ago when she hired me for the UT Southwestern Day
Surgery unit. During the interview the whole time I was nervous wondering if she
liked me or not, turns out she did because she hired me and every day I from that
point on she was like this great ball of fun. She was high-spirited and a part of the
strength that keeps me going. her one question everytime time she seen me was
always "Are you driving yet?" one day when I went back to the Recovery to see her
,that was the first question she had for me and no, I'm not, driving yet. I'm very
thankful and blessed to have had her in my life !!!

Shon Braziel - January 08, 2018 at 07:25 PM

“

Gloria Urban lit a candle in memory of Carolyn Joyce (Judah) James

Gloria Urban - January 08, 2018 at 04:04 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Gloria Urban - January 08, 2018 at 03:56 PM

“

Joyce and Al spent some time with me here in Mobile and I will forever be grateful for that
time. I love you and will miss you. Gloria
Gloria Urban - January 08, 2018 at 03:59 PM

“

Condolences to the family. May God grant you all the peace that surpasses ALL
understanding & may He give you all the comfort during this difficult time of great loss.
Vicki De Los Santos - January 08, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Tanisha Wilcots - January 08, 2018 at 03:49 PM

“

What a wonderful lady, I had the privilege to meet her at her daughter's wedding. She was
just as charming as she was pretty. Delores Mosley
Delores Mosley - January 08, 2018 at 07:12 PM

“

Carolyn was so very caring, humble and had a servant's heart. She was the first
manager I had that truly fostered a family atmosphere in our unit and that was so
incredible to me. She put her patients first, not in lip service but in actions. She was
genuine and believed the best in us - so much so that I hated the thought of
disappointing her in any way. She was just a precious, precious person with a rare
and beautiful light inside of her and I will always feel so privileged that I got to see
that light and count her as a friend. With all my heart, Amanda

amanda day - January 08, 2018 at 03:21 PM

“

Carolyn was a beautiful woman inside and outside! She was so friendly, caring and
giving person. She was a great mother! And equally, a wonderful wife to her husband
Al! She will surely be missed in our neighborhood, as well as in life! God Bless You
Carolyn James! Chris and Ken Kovach

Christine Kovach - January 08, 2018 at 02:46 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Tanisha Wilcots - January 08, 2018 at 02:29 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Tanisha Wilcots - January 08, 2018 at 02:23 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

amanda day - January 08, 2018 at 02:04 PM

“
“

Carolyn's retirement party at Pappadeaux's
amanda - January 08, 2018 at 03:26 PM

Al and Lisa James-My deepest, heartfelt condolences to you and your family. Carolyn was
a wonderful friend and mentor to me that I have known for over 20 years. I have often
thought of her as a mother figure after my own mother passed away. She was a great wife,
great mother, and most of all a great humanitarian.
Bryan Long - January 10, 2018 at 01:33 PM

